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Epilepsy
Epilepsy is a disorder of brain function that takes
the form of recurrent convulsive or non-convulsive
seizures.
Epilepsy is the most common serious brain
disorder and today affects some 230,000
Australians and 65 million people globally.
Epilepsy can be treated and the majority of
people diagnosed with epilepsy will gain control of
their seizures by taking prescribed medications.
However for some, achieving seizure control will
be a long, difficult and frustrating time while others
will experience seizures that do not respond to
medication at all.
For many years epilepsy has been misunderstood
and misrepresented within the community, often
limiting the person with epilepsy from participating
fully in society. Living with epilepsy is hard enough
without the added burden of social stigma fuelled
by ancient fears.
Attitudes must be based on fact not fiction and it
is the commitment of Epilepsy Australia to change
community attitudes through education and public
awareness campaigns.

EPILEPSY AUSTRALIA
Epilepsy ACT
Epilepsy Queensland
Epilepsy Tasmania
Epilepsy Association of Western Australia
Epilepsy Foundation of Victoria
The Epilepsy Centre, South Australia & Northern Territory
Epilepsy Australia is an Associate Member of the International Bureau for Epilepsy
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President’s Report
made a favourable submission while
also calling on our constituency to
lodge individual submissions. It is
likely the outcome of this review will
be decided early next year. While
under review, the VNS system
remains an alternative treatment
option for people with refractory
epilepsy.

Robert Cole
The generosity of our supporters
throughout 2013-2014 once again
demonstrated that they value the
work of Epilepsy Australia. Through
the outstanding efforts of our
Executive Officer, public donations
and fundraising increased over
the previous year and with prudent
financial management Epilepsy
Australia ended the year in surplus.
Purple Day for Epilepsy Awareness
continues to build on the success
of each passing year with the public
response in 2014 clearly embracing
the cause. As more and more iconic
buildings across the country are
bathed in purple, it is becoming
synonymous with ‘epilepsy’. This
year we saw the Council House in
Perth, the Adelaide Entertainment
Centre and the Adelaide Oval, the
many buildings along Southbank
in Brisbane, light up for the cause.
For people living with epilepsy, such
willingness to support Purple Day
validates their condition. Epilepsy is
no longer invisible, at least not on the
26th March. It is out there for all to
see. By creating highly visible events
such as the Brisbane’s Purple Day
Procession and Adelaide’s Purple in
the Park celebrations with effort and
commitment we can bring epilepsy to
the attention of the community and
‘out from the shadows’ where it has
dwelt for far too long.
The Medical Services Advisory
Committee (MSAC) is reviewing
the application for the Vagus Nerve
Stimulation (VNS) System to be
allocated an MBS number. As part
of this process MSAC called for a
Public Consultation in July where
submissions could be forwarded from
interested parties. Epilepsy Australia

Medical marijuana in the treatment
of severe epilepsy has been a topic
on everyone’s lips this year as
media reports, both local and from
overseas, have recorded dramatically
positive responses in children
with severe and complex epilepsy.
Such reports give reason for hope
for those children with intractable
seizures and we fully understand the
desperate need for parents to ease
their child’s suffering. Currently the
supply and possession of medical
marijuana is illegal in all states of
Australia although momentum is
gathering for medical marijuana to
be legally prescribed in Australia.
It effectiveness in treating severe
epilepsy is currently being trialled in
the USA and the interim results look
positive. It is only from such trials
will we know if medical marijuana is
effective in the treatment of severe
epilepsy, the appropriate dose and
possible side effects. While medical
marijuana is illegal in Australia,
Epilepsy Australia cannot encourage
or endorse its use.
Epilepsy Australia’s online presence
continues to engage the community
with traffic to the website growing
over the last year, with hits topping
5.7 million. Acknowledged as
Australia’s premier epilepsy website,
UCB Pharma has recently awarded
Epilepsy Australia an educational
grant to redevelop the site. We are
pleased to announce that the new
site will be launched in 2015.
Our Facebook presence continues
to grow through the diligence of our
wonderful volunteer, Helen Smith.
Helen stepped into the administrator
role at the beginning of the year
and the substantial growth in reach
this year is directly attributed to
her dedication and commitment to
engage with the epilepsy community,
both here and overseas.
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The Epilepsy Report continues
to be highly regarded both locally
and internationally for its quality
and balance of epilepsy-related
information. I congratulate our
Executive Officer for her continued
commitment in maintaining the
quality of the information produced
by Epilepsy Australia, both in print
and online.
The 10th Asian & Oceanian Epilepsy
Congress held in Singapore this
year was an outstanding success. As
Treasurer, IBE, it is pleasing to report
that the meeting was financially
successful while we were capably
represented by our Executive Officer
in her capacity as Chair, Western
Pacific Region at regional business
meetings. It is with great pleasure
that I congratulate Rob Wierzbicki
on receiving his ‘Outstanding Person
with Epilepsy‘ Award at the Congress
opening ceremony. Rob joined other
worthy recipients from across the
regions to accept his award from
IBE President, Athansios Covanis.
Plans are well underway for the 31st
International Epilepsy Congress to
be held in Istanbul, September 2015.
This year has been a year of
commitment and cooperation
under unusual circumstances. The
unexpected leave of absence of our
Executive Officer at the beginning
of the year saw the Epilepsy
Foundation, Epilepsy ACT and The
Epilepsy Centre of South Australia
and the Northern Territory share
the administration, fundraising and
client service duties for the period
of her absence. This willingness to
‘share the load’ enabled for a smooth
transition upon her return.
I look forward to the year ahead as
we build on these achievements for
the benefit of all Australians living
with epilepsy.

Robert Cole
President
Epilepsy Australia Ltd
10 November 2014

Executive Officer’s Review
invested funds produced a return of
$4,921.
I am pleased to report, that with
prudent financial management, we
finished the year with a surplus of
$48,272.

Commitment to Consumer
Advocacy

Denise Chapman
2013-2014 was a year of generosity
as our donors, large and small,
continue to value and support the
work of Epilepsy Australia. Without
their contributions we would simply
not exist.
I would specifically like to
acknowledge two major donations
received - one from fellow not-forprofit Save our Sons (Duchenne
Muscular Dystrophy) that selflessly
shared the good to support kids with
epilepsy, and the other from Mr Greg
Kolivos in memory of young jockey
Nathan Berry, who died in April from
Norse Syndrome.
Purple Day for Epilepsy Awareness,
26th March, continues to gain
traction and each year we see
more and more individuals,
institutions and corporations take
the challenge to ‘Go Purple’ and
raise awareness of epilepsy while
supporting us financially by selling
Epilepsy Australia’s Purple Day
Merchandise. We are truly grateful
for all support – large and small –
as every dollar makes a difference.
This year we were the beneficiary
of an outstanding fundraising effort
by Nicole Martin and the community
of Griffith, NSW, raising in excess
of $12,000. Epilepsy Australia truly
appreciates the time and personal
effort Nicole put into raising epilepsy
awareness we thank her formally
here. It is community support such as
this that is truly inspiring.
Once again, we saw an increase in
online donations through the Epilepsy
Australia website and fundraising
portals with total donations received
reflecting a 70% increase on the
previous year. Interest earned on

Epilepsy Australia continues to
represent nationally the interests
of the State Epilepsy Associations
and all people living with epilepsy
through its own endeavours and
through membership of the National
Disability Service, Consumers’
Health Forum and the Chronic Illness
Alliance. Through our membership
of the Chronic Illness Alliance, I will
be representing our constituency at
the “Advancing Health Literacy in
Australia: Building Partnerships and
Collaborations” workshop aimed
at identifying priorities for action
in health literacy in Australia, in
November.
Epilepsy Australia was proud to join
with other leading Australian nongovernment health organisations in
a coalition in support of constitutional
recognition for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples,
from a health perspective. This
project is an initiative of the Lowitja
Institute, Australia’s only national
research institute wholly dedicated
to Aboriginal health research and
has been endorsed by the National
Health Leadership Forum and the
Close the Gap Coalition. The health
system, through its many respected
non-government organisations,
has the opportunity to make a
contribution to the national debate,
by speaking up for the value of
recognition from a health perspective:
a position Epilepsy Australia fully
endorses.
Epilepsy Australia continues to
advocate for the VNS System,
an implantable device for seizure
reduction in intractable epilepsy, to
be issued with a Medical Services
Advisory Committee (MSAC) MBS
Item number. In reviewing the
application, MSAC called for a Public
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Consultation. Epilepsy Australia not
only made a submission in support
of the application, but also used our
extensive social media platforms to
promote the call for submissions to
our constituency, who responded
willingly. It is anticipated that a
decision will be made early next
year. The VNS system remains a
treatment option Australians with
intractable epilepsy while the review
is underway.
During the year there has been much
debate around the use of medical
marijuana to treat severe, intractable
epilepsy in children. There have
been several reports in the media
of dramatically positive responses
to derivatives of cannabis, medical
marijuana, in children with severe
forms of epilepsy, that have not
responded to available therapies.
While these reports give reason for
hope, we must be mindful that these
are anecdotal reports only.
Epilepsy Australia acknowledges the
desperate need of families seeking
the right to explore all forms of
treatment that may have the potential
to improve, or even stop, their child’s
seizures, however the supply or
possession of cannabis, in any form,
is illegal is all states of Australia. This
position is currently being reviewed
in NSW.
Currently in the US, clinical trials
are in progress, with results to
date giving cautious optimism. It
is anticipated that these trials will
provide rigorous scientific evidence
and if ‘medical marijuana’ is found
to be beneficial then best practice
guidelines can be developed in the
treatment of severe epilepsy.
The Joint Epilepsy Council of
Australia has issued a position
Statement on the use of Medical
Marijuana in the treatment of
Epilepsy, which Epilepsy Australia
endorses. The full statement
can be found on the Epilepsy
Australia website at http://www.
epilepsyaustralia.net/Advocacy/
Position_Statements/Medical_
Marijuana_in_the_treatment_of_
epilepsy.aspx

SUDEP: Awareness,
Research & Education
SUDEP remains very close to our
heart here at Epilepsy Australia,
and we will continue to work hard at
communicating risk, facilitating and
supporting research, and educating
the broader community that
epilepsy can carry this rare but fatal
consequence as long as Australians
in their prime, young adults and
children continue to die.
This year I attended the Partners
Against Mortality in Epilepsy (PAME)
Conference in Minneapolis, USA.
Bringing together bereaved families,
scientists and researchers, this 3-day
meeting examined current research
efforts seeking to identify the
mechanisms of SUDEP. It was an
opportunity to learn of the direction
of current theories direct from the
scientists and researchers.
In September, I was invited to speak
on the research presented at PAME
at Epilepsy Queensland’s Epilepsy
and Intellectual/Disability: the keys to
success symposium.
Scientific research can often be
inaccessible to the general reader.
We have long recognised this, and
our solution in relation to SUDEP
research was the genesis of the
Sudden Unexpected Death in
Epilepsy Global Conversation series.
First published in 2005, the second
edition was published in 2011. Since
then there has been a surge in
SUDEP research as hypotheses are
further explored. In response to the
current activity, Epilepsy Australia,
SUDEP Action and SUDEP Aware
(the Global Conversation partners)
are pleased to announce that a third
conversation in the series, this time
an online update, will be launched
at the American Society Meeting,
5 December 2014. To follow the
SUDEP Global Conversation, go to
www.sudepglobalconversation.com
Closer to home, this year saw the
inaugural 700 for SUDEP Cameron
O’Brien Memorial Bike Ride take
place in February in the Snowy
Mountains of NSW. Cameron
O’Brien was only 21 years old when
he died from SUDEP. Having been
diagnosed 11 months and taking
medication as prescribed, Cameron
only ever experienced two seizures.

He died in his sleep. An outstanding
student, Cameron was in his fourth
year of a commerce law degree. In
recognition of Cameron’s academic
achievements, St George and
Sutherland Regional Law Society
in association with the University of
Wollongong, established a bursary
to assist students following a similar
academic path to Cameron. Avril
Nadin was the inaugural recipient,
and on learning the circumstances
behind the award, this remarkable
young woman immediately decided
she must do something to raise
awareness of epilepsy and SUDEP
and to raise funds for Epilepsy
Australia’s SUDEP Research &
Education Fund. The 700 for SUDEP
Cameron O’Brien Memorial Bike
Ride became a reality and raised in
excess of $20,000. From these funds
Epilepsy Australia, with the support of
the O’Brien family and Avril, has set
up the Cameron O’Brien Memorial
Grant, to be awarded annually to
support SUDEP research, education
and awareness projects. Details
of the grant can be found at the
Epilepsy Australia website.
The 2015 700 for SUDEP Cameron
O’Brien Memorial Ride will take place
21-22 March, 2015
The online survey on the experience
of bereaved families has concluded.
Dr Michelle Bellon presented the
poster ‘Experiences and needs of
people bereaved by epilepsy: Results
from an online Australian survey’
at the 10th AOEC, Singapore in
August 2014, and an article is being
prepared for publication. Epilepsy
Australia’s SUDEP Research &
Education Fund funded the pilot
study and survey tool.
Epilepsy Australia’s investigation of
the National Coroner’s Information
System failed to attract the necessary
funding for it to remain with Epilepsy
Australia as a viable research project.
We needed to find the project a
research home in order for it to move
forward. I am pleased to advise that
the project, along with a seed grant
of $10,000 from Epilepsy Australia’s
SUDEP Research & Education Fund,
has been transferred to the Royal
Melbourne Hospital Neuroscience
Foundation under the supervision
of Professor Terry O’Brien and Dr
Rosey Panelli. Progress reports will
be posted on our website.
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Community engagement
The Epilepsy Australia website
continues to be considered the
premier epilepsy website in Australia,
with traffic exceeding 5.7 million hits
this financial year. While its current
format has served us well, it is need
of an upgrade. Acknowledging
its value to the Australia epilepsy
community, UCB Pharma have
awarded Epilepsy Australia an
educational grant to redevelop the
site making it more responsive,
easier to navigate, with a facility to
purchase Purple Day merchandise
online, along with a more modern
look and feel. As this site serves
as a promotional and marketing
tool as well as an information hub,
evidenced by the increased traffic
leading up to and during National
Epilepsy Awareness Month and
Purple Day, the redeveloped site will
handle all the traffic more efficiently.
Social media continues to be a
valuable communication tool for
Epilepsy Australia. Engagement
through Facebook for 2013-2014
has increased dramatically. We have
our new volunteer administrator,
Helen Smith, to thank for this. Her
dedication to all things epilepsy is
truly exceptional.
The Epilepsy Report, published
online and in print, continues to be
the flagship for Epilepsy Australia
and is recognised internationally as
a leading epilepsy magazine. From
2015 The Epilepsy Report will be
published in March and September
each year.
Epilepsy Australia congratulates
the Epilepsy Foundation for
its commitment to the epilepsy
community in ensuring that
people living with epilepsy do
not fall between the cracks in the
implementation of the National
Disability Insurance Scheme.
The Foundation, in partnership with
Bendigo Community Health, gained
a seat at the table in the pilot rollout
in Bendigo ensuring that the needs
of people living with epilepsy are
addressed and included as best
practice as the NDIS rolls out across
Australia.

Our work in the region
Both Robert Cole and I were
actively involved in the business
end of the 10th Asian & Oceanian
Epilepsy Congress, Singapore. While
Robert attended many meetings
as Treasurer, IBE he also found
time to Chair the Editors’ Network
Meeting and deliver a presentation
on Epilepsy and Schools/Learning
during the Epilepsy & Society
Symposium. In my volunteer position
as Chair of the Western Pacific
region, I chaired the Western Pacific
Regional Meeting, co-chaired the
Joint Western Pacific and South
East Asian regional meeting with
Dr Satishchandra, chaired a joint
meeting of IBE and ILAE for the
11th AOEC, and co-chaired the
session Be AED smart! Compliance
and considerations at the Epilepsy
and Society Meeting with Dr Vinod
Saxena.
It was with great pleasure that I was
able to share the excitement felt by
Rob Wierzbicki as we waited together
for him to be called to accept his
award as Australia’s recipient of
the IBE’s Outstanding Person With
Epilepsy Award during the Congress
Opening Ceremony. It was a very
special and proud moment for Rob.
His volunteer service for the Epilepsy
Foundation spanning some sixteen
years made him a very worthy
ambassador for Australia.
Overall it was a very successful
meeting made memorable by the
accessible venue and excellent
organisation by Richard Holmes
and his congress crew. Plans are
underway for the 11th AOEC, 2016.
In October I was invited as Chair
IBE Western Pacific to present at
the Shanghai International Epilepsy
Symposium 2014 & Epilepsy Patient
Care Forum on the region’s work
in addressing stigma. Attended
by 200 delegates and 100 patient
families and allied health workers,
I was able to showcase the work of
the Australian Epilepsy Research
Register, along with our community
services announcements.
Across the ditch, The Epilepsy Centre
of South Australia and the Northern
Territory is collaborating with Epilepsy
NZ to hold the first SUMMIT1625, a
leadership summit offered to epilepsy

leaders aged between 16 and 25
years, with young Australians and
New Zealanders with epilepsy being
offered the opportunity for personal
growth and leadership development.

Our International
contribution
Robert, as IBE Treasurer, continues
to fly the flag for Australia at
all international meetings and
conferences.

Rob Wierzbicki with Robert Cole

Epilepsy Australia continues to
contribute to the IBE International
News, showcasing the work of its
members internationally.
Epilepsy Australia’s pioneering
work in SUDEP awareness and
education is widely acknowledged
and respected globally through our
international partnerships.

With much appreciation ...
I wish to thank the Board for their
understanding of the need to take
an unplanned leave of absence at
the beginning of the year. I also wish
to thank the Epilepsy Foundation,
Epilepsy ACT, and The Epilepsy
Centre of South Australia and the
Northern Territory for stepping into
the breach and undertaking the
necessary administration, fundraising
and client service functions ensuring
business as usual. I would also like
to take this opportunity to thank
Helen Smith, Facebook administrator
extraordinaire, who took on the role
without hesitation and who I am
sure each day regrets her ‘hasty’
decision to help. Helen, without
your dedication and commitment,
I am sure our Facebook presence
would have remained static due to
pressures of time.
In closing I would very much like to
thank Robert Cole for his continued
guidance and leadership, humour
and compassion.

Denise Chapman
Executive Officer
Epilepsy Australia
10 November 2014
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Dr Michelle Bellon presenting her poster at the
10th AOEC, Singapore.

Denise Chapman with Prof Elson So at the
PAME Conference, June 2014.
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Financial Report for
the year ended
30 June 2014

Epilepsy Australia Limited
ABN 14 097 003 382
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Directors’ Report
Your directors present their financial report on Epilepsy Australia Ltd for the period ended 30 June 2014.
The names of the directors throughout the period and at the date of this report unless otherwise stated are:
Robert Leslie Cole
Christine Florence Walker
Jan Margaret Taylor
Richard James Eccles
Margo Jacqueline Bastow (resigned 5/9/2013)
Helen Louise Whitehead		
Lindsay Margaret Vowels
Patricia Jacinta O’Donnell (resigned 1/4/2014)
Suresh Rajan
Rod Martin
Helen Davis (resigned 31/3/2014)
Brian McNab (appointed 5/11/2013)
Philip Martin Baker (appointed 14/7/2014)
					
The principal activities of the Company during the financial year were:
To prepare, publish and distribute handbooks, papers, articles and other educational material, to hold seminars and
lectures, and to advocate on behalf of people living with epilepsy, all with the view to fostering national consumer
educations so that consumers may make informed choices and decisions about epilepsy.
No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the year.
The profit from ordinary activities after income tax amounted to $48,272.
No matter of circumstances have arisen since the end of the financial year which significantly affected or may
significantly affect the operations of the company, the results of those operations or the state of affairs of the company
in future financial years.
Meeting attendance

Attended

Board Meetings Eligible

Robert Cole

3

3

Patricia O’Donnell

2

3

Helen Whitehead

1

3

Jan Taylor

2

3

Christine Walker

1

3

Suresh Rajan

2

3

Richard Eccles

0

3

Margo Bastow

0

1

Lindsay Vowels

0

3

Rod Martin

1

3

Helen Davis

2

3

Brian McNab

1

1

Auditor’s Independence Declaration
A copy of the auditor’s independence declaration as required under section 307C of the Corporations Act 2001 is set
out on page 11.
Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors:

Director

Robert Cole

Director

Suresh Rajan

Dated

10th November 2014

Dated

10th November 2014
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The Rialto, Level 30
525 Collins St
Melbourne Victoria 3000
Correspondence to:
GPO Box 4736
Melbourne Victoria 3001
T +61 3 8320 2222
F +61 3 8320 2200
E info.vic@au.gt.com
W www.grantthornton.com.au

Auditor’s Independence Declaration
To The Directors of Epilepsy Australia Ltd

In accordance with the requirements of section 60-40 of the Australian Charities and Not-forprofits Commission Act 2012, as lead auditor for the review of Epilepsy Australia Ltd for the
year ended 30 June 2014, I declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, there have
been:
a

no contraventions of the auditor independence requirements of the Australian
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 in relation to the review; and

b

no contraventions of any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the
review.

GRANT THORNTON AUDIT PTY LTD
Chartered Accountants

B. A. Mackenzie
Partner - Audit & Assurance
Melbourne, 10 November 2014
Grant Thornton Audit Pty Ltd ACN 130 913 594
a subsidiary or related entity of Grant Thornton Australia Ltd ABN 41 127 556 389
‘Grant Thornton’ refers to the brand under which the Grant Thornton member firms provide assurance, tax and advisory services to their clients and/or refers to one or more member firms, as the
context requires. Grant Thornton Australia Ltd is a member firm of Grant Thornton International Ltd (GTIL). GTIL and the member firms are not a worldwide partnership. GTIL and each member firm
is a separate legal entity. Services are delivered by the member firms. GTIL does not provide services to clients. GTIL and its member firms are not agents of, and do not obligate one another and
are not liable for one another’s acts or omissions. In the Australian context only, the use of the term ‘Grant Thornton’ may refer to Grant Thornton Australia Limited ABN 41 127 556 389 and its
Australian subsidiaries and related entities. GTIL is not an Australian related entity to Grant Thornton Australia Limited.

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. Liability is limited in those States where a current
scheme applies.

Statement of comprehensive income
for the period ended 30 June 2014

Note

2014

2013

$

$

Revenue
Fundraising - Donations

96,997

109,632

Fundraising - Community

20,184

16,435

-

2,000

States Contributions

34,452

28,032

Sundry Income

21,489

18,681

-

7,663

173,122

182,443

21,255

20,155

Accounting and Audit Expense

6,750

6,250

Advertising and Promotion

2,812

4,038

Computer Expense

2,214

1,557

Conference and Travel Expense

7,418

2,418

620

620

2,700

3,493

Personnel Expense

60,279

58,792

Printing and Publication Expense

14,498

17,932

1,000

538

Bequests

Training Income

Expenses
Administration

Depreciation Expense
Fundraising Expense

SUDEP Expense
Sundry Expense
Telecommunication Expense

Profit before income tax
Income Tax Expense

2

Profit after income tax
Total other comprehensive income
Total comprehensive income for the year

The accompanying notes form part of this financial report.
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90

2,158

5,214

5,210

124,850

120,266

48,272

62,177

-

-

48,272

62,177

-

-

48,272

62,177

Statement of financial position
for the period ended 30 June 2014

Note

2014

2013

$

$

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents

  3

229,164

156,467

Trade and other receivables

4

36,786

20,753

265,950

177,220

484

1,104

484

1,104

266,434

178,324

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

NON-CURRENT ASSETS
Property, plant & equipment

5

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS
TOTAL ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Trade and other payables

6

56,683

16,214

Provisions

7

21,688

22,230

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES

78,371

38,533

TOTAL LIABILITIES

78,371

38,534

188,063

139,791

Retained profits

188,063

139,791

TOTAL MEMBERS’ FUNDS

188,063

139,791

NET ASSETS
MEMBERS’ FUNDS

The accompanying notes form part of this financial report.
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Statement of changes in equity
for the period ended 30 June 2014

Retained
Earnings

Total

$

$

Balance at 1st July 2012

77,614

77,614

Profit attributable to the entity

62,117

62,117

Balance at 3oth June 2013

139,791

139,791

Profit attributable to the entity

48,272

48,272

Balance at 30th June 2014

188,063

188,063

The accompanying notes form part of this financial report.
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Statement of cash flows

for the period ended 30 June 2014
Note

2014

2013

$

$

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Receipts from customers & other sources

187,180

222,879

Payments to suppliers and employees

(118,039)

(141,468)

Interest received

3,556

4,853

72,697

86,264

-

-

-

-

72,697

86,264

Cash at the beginning of the year

156,467

70,203

Cash at the end of the year

229,164

156,467

Net Cash provided by operating
activities

8

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Payments for purchase of property
and equipment
Net Cash provided by (used in ) investing
activities
Net increase (decrease) in cash held

The accompanying notes form part of this financial report.
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Notes to the financial statements
for the period ended 30 June 2014

Note 1: Statement of Significant Accounting Policies
The directors have prepared the financial statements on the basis that the company is a non-reporting entity because
there are no users who are dependent on its general purpose financial reports. These financial statements are therefore
special purpose financial statements that have been prepared in order to meet the requirements of the Australian
Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission Act 2012.
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the mandatory Australian Accounting Standards
applicable to entities reporting under the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission Act 2012 and the significant
accounting policies disclosed below, which the directors have determined are appropriate to meet the needs of members.
Such accounting policies are consistent with the previous period unless stated otherwise.
The financial statements have been prepared on an accruals basis and are based on historical costs unless otherwise
stated in the notes. The accounting policies that have been adopted in the preparation of the report are as follows:
a. Cash and Cash Equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents included cash on hand, deposits held at call with banks, and other short-term highly
investment with original maturities of three months or less.
b. Income Tax
No provision for income tax has been raised, as the entity is exempt from income tax under Div 50 or the Income
Tax Assessment Act 1997.
c. Property, Plant and Equipment
Each class of property, plant and equipment is carried at cost or fair values as indicated, less, where applicable,
accumulated depreciation and impairment losses.
Leasehold improvements and office equipment are carried at cost less, where applicable, any accumulated 		
depreciation.
The depreciable amount of property, plant and equipment is depreciated over the useful lives of the assets to the
company commencing from the time the asset is held ready for use. Leasehold improvements are amortised over
the shorter of either the unexpired period of the lease or the estimated useful lives of the improvements.
d. Employee Entitlements
Provision is made for the entity’s liability for employee benefits arising from services rendered by employees to
the end of the reporting period. Employee benefits that are expected to be settled within one year have been		
measured at the amount expected to be paid when the liability is settled. Employee benefits payable later 		
than one year have been measured at the present value of the estimated future cash outflows to be made for 		
those benefits.
Provision is made for the entity’s liability for long service leave from commencement of employment not from the 5
year employment period normally accrued as industry practice.
e. Provisions
Provisions are recognised then the entity has a legal or constructive obligation, as a result of past events, for 		
which it is probable that an outflow of economic benefits will result and that outflow can be reliably measured.
f. Impairment of Assets
At the end of each reporting period, the entity reviews the carrying values of its tangible and intangible assets 		
to determine whether there is an indication that those assets have been impaired. If such an indication exists, 		
the recoverable amount of the asset, being the higher of the asset’s fair value less costs to sell and value in use,
is compared to the asset’s carrying value. Any excess of the asset’s carrying value over its recoverable amount is
expenses to the income statement.
g. Revenue
Revenue is brought to account when received and to the extent that it relates to the subsequent period it is 		
disclosed as a liability.
Grant Income
Grant income received, other than for specific purposes, is brought to account for the period to which the 		
grant relates. When grant revenue is received whereby the entity incurs an obligation to deliver economic 		
value directly back to the contributor, this is considered a reciprocal transaction and the grant revenue is 		
recognised in the statement of financial position as a liability until the service has been delivered to the contributor,
otherwise the grant is recognised as income on receipt.
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Deferred Income
Unspent grant income received in relation to specific projects and events is not brought to account as revenue in
the current year but deferred as a liability in the financial statements until spent for the purpose received.
Capital Grants
Grant income received relating to the purchase of capital items is shown as Unamortised Capital Grant and 		
brought to account over the expected life of the asset in proportion to the related depreciation charge.
Interest Revenue
Interest revenue is recognised using the effective interest rate method, which for floating rate financial assets is
the rate inherent in the instrument.
Donations
Donations income is recognised when the entity obtains control over the funds which is generally at the time of
receipt.
All revenue is stated net of the amount of goods and services tas (GST).
h. Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the amount of GST 		
incurred us not recoverable from the Tax Office. Receivables and payables are stated inclusive of the amount of
GST receivable or payable. The net amount of GST recoverable from, or payable to, the ATO is included with 		
other receivables or payables in the statement of financial position.

i Adoption of New and Revised Accounting Standards

During the current year the company adopted all of the new and revised Australian Accounting Standards and
Interpretations applicable to its operations which became mandatory. None of the amendments have had a
significant impact on the company.
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2014

2013

$

$

14,482

18,653

(14,482)

(18,653)

Note 2: Income Tax Expense
Prima facie tax payable on operating profit
at 30% (2010 - 30%)
Less tax effect of:
- non-taxable member income arising from
exempt charity status
Income tax expense

-

-

Cash at Bank

109,164

156,467

Term Deposit

120,000

Note 3: Cash and cash equivalents
-

229,164

156,647

34,927

20,187

Note 4: Trade and other receivables
Accounts Receivable
Prepayments

494

567

1,365

-

36,786

20,754

Office Equipment - at cost

1,879

1,879

Less: Accumulated depreciation

(1,395)

(775)

Accrued Income
Net Cash provided by (used in ) investing

Note 5: Property, plant & equipment

484

1,104

12,271

7,119

2,324

726

42,088

8,368

56,683

16,213

9,616

11,165

12,072

11,155

21,688

22,320

Note 6: Trade and other payables
Trade creditors
Other Accruals & Payables
Deferred revenue

Note 7: Provisions
Provision for Annual Leave
Provision for Long Service Leave
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2014

2013

$

$

48,272

62,177

620

620

Note 8: Reconciliation of Cash Flow from
Operations with Profit from Ordinary
Activities after Income Tax
Profit after income tax
Cash flows excluded from operating profit attributable
to operating activities;
- Depreciation

Changes in assets and liabilities;
- (Increase)/decrease in trade and other debtors
- Increase /(decrease) in trade and other payables
- Increase /(decrease) in provisions

(16,033)

45,289

40,469

(19,075)

(631)

Net cash provided by Operating Activities

72,697

(2,747)
86,264

Note 9: Company Details
The registered office of the company is:
Epilepsy Australia Ltd
587 Canterbury Road
Surrey Hills VIC 3127
Note 10: Comparative Figures
Where required by Accounting Standards, comparative fiugres have been adjusted to conform with changes in
presentation for the current financial year.
When the company applies an accounting policy retrospectively, makes a retrospective restatement or reclassifies
items in its financial statements, a statement of financial position as at the beginning of the earliest comparative period
must be disclosed.
Note 11: Members Guarantee
The entity is incorporated under the Corporations Act 2001 and is an entity limited by guarantee. If the entity is wound
up, the constitution states that each member is required to contribute a maximum of $10 each towards meeting any
outstandings and obligations of the entity. At 30 June 2014 the number of members was 6.
Note 12: Contingent Liability
As at 30 June 2014, Epilepsy Australia Limited had no contingent liabilities (2013 nil).
Note 13: Subsequent Events
No adjusting or significant non-adjusting events have occurred post balance date.
Note 14: Capital Commitments
There are no capital commitments at 30 June 2014.
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Directors’ Declaration
The directors of the Company declare that:
1. The financial statements and notes, as set out on pages 10 to 20 are in accordance with the Australian Charities
and Not-for-Profit Commission Act 2012 ; and
(a)

comply with Accounting Standards; and

(b)

give a true and fair view of the financial position as at 30 June 2014 and its performance 			
for the year then ended on that date of the entity.

2. In the directors’ opinion there are reasonable grounds to believe that the company will be able to pay its debts as
and when they become due and payable.
This declaration is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors.

Director

Robert Cole

Director

Suresh Rajan

Dated

10th November 2014

Dated

10th November 2014
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The Rialto, Level 30
525 Collins St
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GPO Box 4736
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T +61 3 8320 2222
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Independent Auditor’s Review Report
To the Members of Epilepsy Australia Ltd

We have reviewed the accompanying financial report of Epilepsy Australia Ltd
(“Company”), which comprises the statement of financial position as at 30 June 2014, and
the statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income, statement of changes in
equity and statement of cash flows for the year ended on that date, notes comprising a
description of accounting policies, other explanatory information and the directors’
declaration.
Directors’ responsibility for the financial report

The directors of Epilepsy Australia Ltd are responsible for the preparation of the financial
report that gives a true and fair view in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards
and the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 and for such
controls as the directors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial
report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
Auditor’s responsibility

Our responsibility is to express a conclusion on the financial report based on our review.
We conducted our review in accordance with the Auditing Standard on Review
Engagements ASRE 2410 Review of a Financial Report Performed by the Independent
Auditor of the Entity, in order to state whether, on the basis of the procedures described,
we have become aware of any matter that makes us believe that the financial report is not in
accordance with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012
including: giving a true and fair view of the Epilepsy Australia Ltd financial position as at
30 June 2014 and its performance for the year ended on that date; and complying with
Accounting Standard ASRE 2410 Review of a Financial Report Performed by the
Independent Auditor of the Entity and the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission Act 2012. As the auditor of Epilepsy Australia Ltd, ASRE 2410 requires that
we comply with the ethical requirements relevant to the audit of the annual financial report.
Grant Thornton Audit Pty Ltd ACN 130 913 594
a subsidiary or related entity of Grant Thornton Australia Ltd ABN 41 127 556 389
‘Grant Thornton’ refers to the brand under which the Grant Thornton member firms provide assurance, tax and advisory services to their clients and/or refers to one or more member firms, as the
context requires. Grant Thornton Australia Ltd is a member firm of Grant Thornton International Ltd (GTIL). GTIL and the member firms are not a worldwide partnership. GTIL and each member firm
is a separate legal entity. Services are delivered by the member firms. GTIL does not provide services to clients. GTIL and its member firms are not agents of, and do not obligate one another and
are not liable for one another’s acts or omissions. In the Australian context only, the use of the term ‘Grant Thornton’ may refer to Grant Thornton Australia Limited ABN 41 127 556 389 and its
Australian subsidiaries and related entities. GTIL is not an Australian related entity to Grant Thornton Australia Limited.

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. Liability is limited in those States where a current
scheme applies.

A review of a financial report consists of making enquiries, primarily of persons responsible
for financial and accounting matters, and applying analytical and other review procedures.
A review is substantially less in scope than an audit conducted in accordance with Australian
Auditing Standards and consequently does not enable us to obtain assurance that we would
become aware of all significant matters that might be identified in an audit. Accordingly, we
do not express an audit opinion.
Independence

In conducting our review, we complied with the independence requirements of the
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012.
Conclusion

Based on our review, which is not an audit, we have not become aware of any matter that
makes us believe that the financial report of Epilepsy Australia Ltd is not in accordance with
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012, including:
a

giving a true and fair view of the Company’s financial position as at 30 June 2014 and
of its performance for the year ended on that date; and

b

complying with ASRE 2410 Review of a Financial Report Performed by the
Independent Auditor of the Entity and Commission Regulation 2013.

GRANT THORNTON AUDIT PTY LTD
Chartered Accountants

B. A. Mackenzie
Partner - Audit & Assurance
Melbourne, 10 November 2014

PO Box 1049
Baulkham Hills NSW 1755
1300 852 853
www.epilepsyaustralia.net
epilepsy@epilepsyaustralia.net

